Ecole BLT Senior Elementary School

May News 2023
902-876-3230 – phone                                                                                                                                                             

blt@hrce.ca
Classroom Events/Trips/Volunteering
Individual teachers will communicate with families about any upcoming events involving their class, as we wrap up the year. A reminder for those considering volunteering for anything upcoming in their child’s class that both the Criminal Records Check with Vulnerable Sector Check and Child Abuse Registry Check must be completed. Please contact the school for help. We can provide a letter to receive a reduced rate on the Criminal Records Check, if done in person at the Tantallon Detachment. 
Spring Concert
We are excited to host our families on May 9 and May 10 for our spring concert. Each day will have a 1:15 concert, which will not require a ticket. There will also be an evening concert at 6:30, with each family receiving 4 tickets. Tickets will be sent home via backpacks the day before each respective concert.

Those performing on May 9 are 3/4 Andrade, 3/4 Webb, 4 Huczel, 4 Kays, 5 Ferguson & 5 Mount.
Those performing on May 10 are 4 Heckman, 4 Mouland, 4 Murphy, 5 Delaney, 5 MacDonald, 5 Wells.  
Spring Concert Skip The Line & VIP Parking  

Don’t want to wait in line? Ready to pull up to your reserved parking space? Purchase your Skip the Line and VIP Parking passes online via school cash for the grade 4/5 Spring Concerts.

SchoolCash will go on line May 3rd for this fundraiser!  $2 per ticket to a max of $20.

Deadline to purchase May 7th. Draw will be May 8th.

School Trips
In past years the very hard work of our PTC has gone to provide field trips at no cost to our families. With their inability to fundraise in recent years due to Covid restrictions, the funds available to classes to help off-set costs for families is not the same. Please be prepared that our end of year field trips will most likely have a cost involved for families. If the cost proves to be a difficulty for your family, please notify your child’s teacher and we will look to support your child.

Last Day of Classes

The last day of classes for students will be June 30. We typically have a 10:00 am dismissal on the last day but this has not yet been confirmed.
Student Conduct

As this school year winds down, the school is giving the students the message of being very positive, kind and respectful toward themselves and others, as we have throughout the year. We would ask that you kindly reinforce this message with your children.

2023-2024 Bussing Schedules 

The schedules will be available by looking at https://hrcetransportation.mybusplanner.ca/ They are usually available at the beginning of August.

Breakfast Program
A reminder that our amazing Breakfast Program is available everyday, both from the table just inside our main doors and also in each classroom. Thank you to Ms. Quinn and the staff for making this possible for our students. A huge THANK YOU to Loblaws, who supplies our school with many of our breakfast program items.
2023-2024 Class Assignments

Please be reminded that the process our teachers undertake when deciding which class a student should be placed in is very in-depth and considerate of many, many factors, ensuring we place each student in a situation which will allow them to be their most successful is our primary goal. The teacher your child will be with in September will be included in your child’s June report card envelope. Requests for class changes will not be accepted.

Grade Five Recognition

Our school will be conducting a grade 5 send off on Tuesday, June 27 starting at 1:15. Teachers will send out more information closer to the date. 
If Not Returning To BLT Sr. In September
If your child will not be attending BLT Sr. as a grade 3, 4 or 5 student please notify the office as this greatly impacts our class composition.
EXCEL Registration for 2023-2024
For more information about our Excel program and dates for registering for 2023-2024 please go to https://www.hrce.ca/excel_registration.
RMS Band Program

Grade 5 families interested in the RMS Band Program will be invited to join the band Teacher Christine Muise for a virtual meeting. Stay tuned for the particulars.
Morning Drop Off

Please be reminded that our school supervision does not start until 8:05 am. This means our students should not arrive prior to supervision being available. As well please use the bus loop for student drop offs and not the parking lot.
Mountain Maple

If using the Mountain Maple area for pick ups or drop offs to be very respectful of each other and our neighbours, and as always please do not park in designated “No Parking” zones.
SchoolCash Online

We would ask all families to establish a SchoolCash account (the link is on our school’s web site), as field trips, flower baskets will need to be paid through this service.

Grade 3 Assessment

Our school is very excited for our grade 3 students to undertake the provincial grade 3 assessments during the latter part of May. The students in the English program will have assessments for both literacy and math while the French Immersion students will have math only. Your child’s teacher will send home further information. We ask that our grade 3 students get lots of rest, be hydrated and have a great breakfast so that each can do their best. 
Bike Rack

Our bike rack is available and waiting for all our bikers and scooter riders to make use of it. Hopefully our students can start using active transportation to get to school.
Bus Use

Please be reminded that only students who are registered for their particular bus are able to use that bus. The transportation provider does not allow non-registered students to ride the buses for events such as going to a friend’s home for a play date.

Lost & Found Items

Parents are welcome to come by anytime to take a look through the lost and found items. The items are always on display in the hall between the gym and cafeteria
Bug Repellent & Sunscreen
With the warmer weather finally upon us comes increased sun and of course bugs. We would ask that for those interested that bug repellent and sunscreen be applied at home before school. For those wishing to bring their own supply to school, to re-apply prior to recess or lunch, we require a few steps:
-the repellent or sunscreen must be unscented lotion, experience tells us that sprays of any sort can (unintendedly) be sprayed in a classmate’s face/eyes

-the student must be able to apply the lotion on their own

-the student’s will not share their lotion with a classmate as we need to protect each student against possible unknown allergies

-students may choose to wear bug hats or shirts instead of repellent

***if your child is allergic to bug bites please inform their teacher and include the remedy such as Benadryl, Calamine, or ice to the swollen area, etc. (remaining indoors is not a possibility)
PTC Spring Fair

We are very excited to have our annual spring fair back this year. It will be held on June 3 and the PTC-Spring Fair Committee has been hard at work to make it a truly enjoyable experience for all. If you would like to get involved please contact our PTC bltptcinfo@gmail.com or check out the Facebook group  bltptc for lots of other  great information. Our Spring Fair will have our popular silent auction again.
Class Raffle Basket Reminder

We will collect the baskets from your room after May 5 and make them into beautiful baskets to raffle. Hopefully, we will see you at the Spring Fair on June 3!
Donations

Fundraisers are extremely important for our school. They help to raise much-needed funds for extra-curricular activities, and provide much-needed materials for the children where regular school budgets do not allow. A donation from your organization in the form of a product(s), gift certificate(s), or promotional merchandise would be greatly appreciated. Recognition of all donations will be sent home with over 800 students who attend our school. As well, your name will appear on our Wall of Honour during the Spring Fair, on display for all attendees to view.
PTC Flower Baskets
Thank you very much to our amazing PTC for offering our families beautiful flower baskets. Stay tuned for more information about delivery during the first week of June.
Student Groups

Our school has lots of student groups available to participate in depending on grade. Those include our running club, chess club, gardening club, track and field team and grade 3 Swim to Survive. Students are encouraged to get involved.
Important Dates
May                 Asian Heritage Month
May 9/10
Spring Concerts

May 22
Victoria Day-no school

June 3

Spring Fair

June 29
Assessment & Evaluation Day-no classes for students

June 30
Last day of classes for students
